
What is a credit (Carnegie Unit)?

A credit (Carnegie Unit) is a state

accepted standard used to notate and

award for the successful completion of

(grade of “D” or above) credit-bearing

courses in middle and high school.

Columbus Municipal School District

offers one credit for year-long courses, as

well as a half credit for semester courses.

One credit can be earned at the

conclusion of the successful completion

of each year-long credit-bearing course

and a half credit at the conclusion of the

successful completion of each credit-

bearing semester courses.

Student can start earning credits toward

high school graduation in 7th grade. At

Columbus Middle School, students must be

enrolled in state approved credit-bearing

courses and receive a passing final grade to

earn credits in these courses

CREDITS/CARNEGIE UNITS
WorkKeys is a system of assessments/ curriculum

that build and measure essential workplace skills

that can affect your job performance and increase

opportunities for career changes and

advancement. WorkKeys is divided into three

assessments: Applied Math, Graphic Literacy, and

Workplace Documents. 

CMS COURSES W/ CREDITS

CMSD offers four diploma endorsements towards
graduation: 
(1) Traditional (2)  Career & Technical, (3) Academic
and (4) Distinguished Academic.
Traditional: student must earn 24 credits in a
selection of required classes including English, Math,
Science, Social Studies, Technology or Computer
Science, College and Career Readiness, Health, Art,
Physical Education and electives. With the Traditional
diploma, student must attend a community college
before attending a university. 

Career & Technical Endorsement: students must
earn 26 credits, earn four credits from the career tech
program, achieve at least a 2.5(C) grade point average
Score at silver level on ACT WorkKeys, complete a
dual credit course and a work-based learning
experience.

Academic Endorsement: student must earn 26
credits, score at least 17 on ACT English section, score
at least 19 on ACT Math section, achieve at least a 2.5
grade point average,
complete one Advanced Placement course/AP exam,
one IB course/exam or one dual credit course and
earn at least a C in the advanced course.

Distinguished Academic Endorsement: student
must earn 28 credits, score at least 18 on ACT English
section, score at least 22 on ACT Math section,
achieve at least a 3.0(B) grade point average,
complete one Advanced Placement course/AP exam,
one IB course/exam or one dual credit course and
earn at least a B in the advanced course.
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PHARMACY AID

ACT WORKKEYS

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery

(ASVAB) is a multiple-aptitude battery that

measures developed abilities and helps predict

future academic and occupational success in the

military.

You can earn 1 of 4 Credential  Skill Levels:
Students who take the ACT WorkKeys assessment

and score at least a level 3 on all 3 assessment

areas will earn a bronze level certificate. Students
who score at least a level 4 on all 3 assessment

areas will earn a silver level certificate.   Students
who score at least a level 5 on all 3 assessment

areas will earn a gold level certificate. Students
who score at least a level 6 on all 3 assessment

areas will earn a platinum level certificate.     
This national career readiness certificate is  a

valuable credential for students and job seekers

seeking to verify foundational workplace skills.           
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SEVENTH GRADE
CYBER FOUNDATIONS - ONE CREDIT

SPANISH - ONE CREDIT
COMPACTED MATH - ONE CREDIT

EIGHTH GRADE
MATH - ONE CREDIT
ICTII - ONE CREDIT

THEATRE - ONE CREDIT
MS STUDIES - HALF CREDIT
GEOGRAPHY - HALF CREDIT
SPANISH - ONE CREDIT

ACT 
 The ACT test is designed for the 10th, 11th, and/or
12th grade levels to provide schools and districts with
the data necessary to position students for success
after high school. Test scores reflect what students
have learned throughout high school and provide
colleges and universities with excellent information
for recruiting, advising, placement, and retention.
Many times, students who are not considering higher
education rethink their plans when they see their ACT
test results. This is especially true for
underrepresented students. **Please see college list
for ACT requirements for each college and university.
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Let us help you see a brighter

175 Hwy 373
Columbus, MS 39705

(662) 241-7300
(662) 241-7305

www.cms.columbuscityschools.org

CMS Project

Graduation

Success!

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGES &
UNIVERSITIES

CONTACT US

Social, professional and

academic resources are

fundamental to student growth

and success. We aim to

provide these resources to all

of our students to ensure

optimal success!

SUPPORT SYSTEM
COMMUNITY COLLEGES & ACT
REQUIREMENTS
***ACT REQUIREMENTS WILL BE IN (     )
****

COAHOMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (HBCU)   (NA)

EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

EAST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE (NA)

HOLMES COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

ITAWAMBA COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

MERIDIAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

MISSISSIPPI DELTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

NORTHEAST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE (NA)

NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

SOUTHWEST MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE  (NA)

4-YEAR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES &
ACT REQUIREMENTS

ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY (HBCU)  (16)

BELHAVEN UNIVERSITY (18)

BLUE MOUNTAIN COLLEGE  (18)

CONCORD CAREER COLLEGE (NA)

DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY  (19)

JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY (HBCU)  (17)

MILLSAPS COLLEGE  (23)

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE  (21)

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY  (21)

MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN  (18)

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY (HBCU)  (15)

RUST COLLEGE (HBCU)  (13)

SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE (NA)

STRAYER UNIVERSITY  (22)

TOUGALOO COLLEGE (HBCU)

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI  (22)

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI  (20)

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY  (21)

**HBCUs =Historical Black colleges & Univeristies

CMS IS THE BEST!

CMS


